IN THE COUNTY COURT AT CARDIFF CLAIM NO: B11YM125

BETWEEN: -

(1) MR GAVIN REFES
(2) MS JANINE REES
Claimants
-.V-..
(1) THE BRITISH DRIVING SOCIETY
(2) CIMLA RIDE AND DRIVE CLUB
(3) MR GERALD POULTON

Defendants

WITNESS STATEMENT OF GWENDA KESANS

I, Gwenda Kesans of 6 Crymlyn Terrace, Bonymaen, Swansea, SA1 7BQ WILL SAY as
follows:-

1. I am making this statement in respect of events surrounding the tragic death of the
Claimants’ daughter, Angharad Rees, whilst she was taking part in a British Driving
Society (BDS) organised fun day ride and drive event in Afan Argoed Country Park on

27 May 2012,

2. I am the local Area Commissioner for the BDS in West South Wales and have been
since August 2011,

3. As Area Commissioner I have wide ranging authority to approve BDS events in my

area.

4. When I became the Area Commissioner I was provided with the BDS code of practice,
the guidelines for Area Commissioners, a copy of the BDS event insurance and the

BDS health and safety checklist.

5. The health and safety checklist is used as a risk assessment for any drives organised by

the BDS,

6. I organise everything within my area and it is my decision over what the area needs,

what members requirements are and to that end T have regular contact with all the local

members.






10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

I have been asked to comment on the circumstances leading up to the tragic death of

Angharad Rees on 27 May 2012 when she was taking part in a BDS event in Afan
Argoed county park.

I 'was first approached by Modris Kesans, by father in law, who asked if we were able
to run the event under the auspices of the BDS which had previously been run for many

years by the Cimla Ride and Drive Club.
All of the Cimla members were also members of the BDS.

I was told that due to dwindling numbers and the costs of insuring the event they could

no longer host it themselves which is why the BDS were asked to do so.
The event had taken place for many years prior to 2012 at the same venue.

I have known John Green, the former chairman of the Cimla Club before it disbanded,
for many years and was aware that John had run the event for several years prior to this.

I therefore had no problem in agreeing to this.

I'spoke to John Green and found out the date of the event and provided him with a copy
of the BDS insurance. It was left to him to prepare a risk assessment so that the event

could get permission to go ahead from the Forestry Commission.

[ understand that Mary Jones, who was the Cimla secretary at the time, prepared the

risk assessment for the event to be given to the Forestry Commission for permission.

Once I had found out the date of the event, I passed the details to the editor of the BDS

newsletter so it could be included in the schedule of events being held.
I'was unable to attend the event myself but appointed John as my assistant for the day.

I'was notified of the tragic accident by John Green and attended the scene the following
day, Monday 28 May 2012, with Modris, John, Mary Jones and Gerald Poulton in order

to investigate it.

We all walked the route in question and Gerald Poulton informed us where he had been
thrown and where he then found Miss Rees. I could see a mark on the tree where

someone or something had collided with it.

Gerald knew the route like back of his hand and is a very experienced horseman and

carriage driver.






20,

2L

22.

23,

24,

Having visited the scene, I was satisfied that the track was entirely suitable for the event
and did not represent any obvious hazards. 1 couldn’t see anything on the track or
leading down to the track that should cause a usually calm horse any problems. For

example, there was nothing that would cause you to veer off the track such as

profruding rocks, trees, ruis etc.

Following this, I prepared a handwritten report which is attached by way of exhibit
‘GKT1.

This particular route had been used for many years successfully and without any

previous accidents.

I'have driven the route myself in the past and never encountered any problems with it.

The track had been used in the past by pairs (2 horses/ponies abreast), but 1

believe there were no pairs competing that day.

STATEMENT OF TRUTH

I believe that the facts stated in this witness statement are true

Signed é%%m
Dated 49’7/06//é e
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